280                 INDIAN UNREST:
Closely allied to this is the great depression among some of the Industrial classes. This also Is due mainly to economic causes. Manufactures have enormously developed in India of late years. Not only has there been a great Increase in the Import of manufactured articles, but there have also been Innumerable mills and factories established throughout the country. Many of these are now worked with native capital, and the labour employed is, of course, mainly native. There is no doubt of the enormous advantage of all this to the Indian community in general; but the history of the introduction of machinery in our own country should enable us to understand how injuriously such changes must, for a time at least, affect some of the labouring and industrial classes., how discontent may easily spread among them, and how susceptible they may become to the mischievous Influences of thoughtless or unprincipled agitators. This, to a very large extent, explains the success of what has been known as the " boycott movement *' in Bengal. With the desire to foster native Industry the Government and its officers have the greatest sympathy. But true cc Swadeshi55* has been perverted by unscrupulous agitators to ignoble use, and has been degraded by selfishness., political disaffection, and race hatred.
The industrial depression Is a matter to which the Imperial and Local Governments in India have now for some time been giving anxious attention. AH that Is now being done to develop local industries, and to Introduce and stimulate technical education, indicates the Interest that Government takes in this matter and the recognition of its great importance. In India such a matter must be dealt with by the Government. The people still look to the Government to help them In all kinds of difficulties, and the lesson of self-help has to be learned,
* " Swadeshi " means " of the country," " indigenous," Some of the leaders profess that their object is merely to encourage indigenous industry. But the impression that they have given to their followers is sadly illustrated in the evidence of Ganesh Balvant Vaidya in the Nassik Conspiracy Case. He mentioned ** Swadeshi," and being asked what he meant by it, he said, " I mean a movement for the collection of arms, the preparation of material for making bombs, etc."